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Unpublished Letter to the Editor to the New York Times 
 
Re “Reefer Madness” (November 7, 2011) 
 
To the Editor: 
 
“Medical marijuana,” marijuana legalization at the state level, has nothing to do with medicine. 
“Medical marijuana” is a serious threat to the nation's science-based drug approval and closed 
distribution system through pharmacies. Medicines are not approved by ballot initiatives and 
legislative actions. Medicines are not smoked. The FDA and Supreme Court have reviewed 
science and the law and concluded that marijuana is unsafe as a drug and illegal under federal 
law. 
 
“Medical marijuana” obliterates the lifesaving distinction between drug abuse and medical 
treatment. It permits anyone to use marijuana for any reason with a physician's 
“recommendation,” without dose, supervision or assurance that the user is not addicted to drugs. 
“Medical marijuana” perverts the role of physicians making them gatekeepers for the use for any 
reason of a widely abused drug.  More than 60% of Americans suffering from substance use 
disorders do so because of their marijuana use. 
 
Over the past four decades the government, through the National Institute on Drug Abuse, has 
been leading – not suppressing – research on the therapeutic potentials of the chemicals in 
marijuana. 
 
The Obama administration deserves praise for their efforts to protect the public health by 
shutting down enterprises that profit from marijuana through cultivation, sales and distribution 
under the false flag of “medicine.” 
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