
 
 

 

OFFICIAL WHITE HOUSE RESPONSE TO Legalize and Regulate Marijuana in a Manner Similar to 
Alcohol. and 7 other petitions 

What We Have to Say About Legalizing Marijuana 

By: Gil Kerlikowske 

When the President took office, he directed all of his policymakers to develop policies based on 

science and research, not ideology or politics. So our concern about marijuana is based on what the 

science tells us about the drug's effects. 

According to scientists at the National Institutes of Health- the world's largest source of drug abuse 

research - marijuana use is associated with addiction, respiratory disease, and cognitive impairment. 

We know from an array of treatment admission information and Federal data that marijuana use is a 

significant source for voluntary drug treatment admissions and visits to emergency rooms. Studies 

also reveal that marijuana potency has almost tripled over the past 20 years, raising serious 

concerns about what this means for public health – especially among young people who use the 

drug because research shows their brains continue to develop well into their 20's. Simply put, it is 

not a benign drug. 

Like many, we are interested in the potential marijuana may have in providing relief to individuals 

diagnosed with certain serious illnesses. That is why we ardently support ongoing research into 

determining what components of the marijuana plant can be used as medicine. To date, however, 

neither the FDA nor the Institute of Medicine have found smoked marijuana to meet the modern 

standard for safe or effective medicine for any condition. 

As a former police chief, I recognize we are not going to arrest our way out of the problem. We also 

recognize that legalizing marijuana would not provide the answer to any of the health, social, youth 

education, criminal justice, and community quality of life challenges associated with drug use. 

That is why the President's National Drug Control Strategy is balanced and comprehensive, 

emphasizing prevention and treatment while at the same time supporting innovative law 

enforcement efforts that protect public safety and disrupt the supply of drugs entering our 

communities. Preventing drug use is the most cost-effective way to reduce drug use and its 

consequences in America. And, as we've seen in our work through community coalitions across the 

country, this approach works in making communities healthier and safer. We're also focused on 

expanding access to drug treatment for addicts. Treatment works. In fact, millions of Americans are 

in successful recovery for drug and alcoholism today. And through our work with innovative drug 

courts across the Nation, we are improving our criminal justice system to divert non-violent offenders 

into treatment. 

https://wwws.whitehouse.gov/petitions
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/marijuana
http://www.nida.nih.gov/nidahome.html
http://drugabuse.gov/ResearchReports/Marijuana/marijuana4.html#addictive
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/01/080123104017.htm
http://archives.drugabuse.gov/NIDA_Notes/NNVol11N3/MarijMemory.html
http://oas.samhsa.gov/TEDS2k7highlights/TEDSHighl2k7Tbl3.htm
http://www.oas.samhsa.gov/2k10/DAWN034/EDHighlights.htm
http://home.olemiss.edu/~suman/potancy%20paper%202010.pdf
http://drugabuse.gov/scienceofaddiction/addiction.html
http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/2006/ucm108643.htm
http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2003/Marijuana-and-Medicine-Assessing-the-Science-Base.aspx%20class=
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/2011-national-drug-control-strategy
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/Drug-Free-Communities-Support-Program
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/Drug-Free-Communities-Support-Program
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PODAT/faqs.html#faq3
http://www.nadcp.org/learn/what-are-drug-courts
http://www.nadcp.org/learn/what-are-drug-courts


Our commitment to a balanced approach to drug control is real. This last fiscal year alone, the 

Federal Government spent over $10 billion on drug education and treatment programs compared to 

just over $9 billion on drug related law enforcement in the U.S. 

Thank you for making your voice heard. I encourage you to take a moment to read about the 

President's approach to drug control to learn more. 

Resources: 

 National Institutes of Health, National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) 

 Marijuana Facts (ONDCP) 

 Drug Abuse Warning Network (HHS) 

 Treatment Episode Data Set (HHS) 

 National Survey on Drug Use and Health (HHS) 

 Monitoring the Future Survey, University of Michigan 

Gil Kerlikowske is Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy 
 

The above response applies to the following 8 petitions 

Stop denying the medical value of cannabis (marijuana.) Remove it 
from schedule one of the controlled substances act. 

5,836  Signatures 

 
Demand an Amendment to the U.S. Constitution to End Marijuana, 
Marihuana, Cannabis and Hemp Prohibition. 

6,240  Signatures 

 
Repeal any and all laws pertaining to the illegalization of the Cannabis 
plant and all of its uses. 

6,649  Signatures 

 
Remove Marijuana from the Schedule 1 list of drugs in the Controlled 
Substances Act 

8,950  Signatures 

 
Give States the Freedom to Establish Their Own Marijuana Laws. 

12,458  Signatures 

 
Stop Interfering With State Marijuana Legalization Efforts 

17,026  Signatures 

 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/2011-national-drug-control-strategy
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/2011-national-drug-control-strategy
http://www.nida.nih.gov/NIDAHome.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/marijuana
https://dawninfo.samhsa.gov/default.asp
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/newmapv1.htm
http://www.oas.samhsa.gov/nhsda.htm
http://monitoringthefuture.org/
https://wwws.whitehouse.gov/petitions/!/petition/stop-denying-medical-value-cannabis-marijuana-remove-it-schedule-one-controlled-substances-act/kHXv82NR
https://wwws.whitehouse.gov/petitions/!/petition/stop-denying-medical-value-cannabis-marijuana-remove-it-schedule-one-controlled-substances-act/kHXv82NR
https://wwws.whitehouse.gov/petitions/!/petition/demand-amendment-us-constitution-end-marijuana-marihuana-cannabis-and-hemp-prohibition/PS60SlPF
https://wwws.whitehouse.gov/petitions/!/petition/demand-amendment-us-constitution-end-marijuana-marihuana-cannabis-and-hemp-prohibition/PS60SlPF
https://wwws.whitehouse.gov/petitions/!/petition/repeal-any-and-all-laws-pertaining-illegalization-cannabis-plant-and-all-its-uses/YYjJRHMl
https://wwws.whitehouse.gov/petitions/!/petition/repeal-any-and-all-laws-pertaining-illegalization-cannabis-plant-and-all-its-uses/YYjJRHMl
https://wwws.whitehouse.gov/petitions/!/petition/remove-marijuana-schedule-1-list-drugs-controlled-substances-act/D2J2ZdX4
https://wwws.whitehouse.gov/petitions/!/petition/remove-marijuana-schedule-1-list-drugs-controlled-substances-act/D2J2ZdX4
https://wwws.whitehouse.gov/petitions/!/petition/give-states-freedom-establish-their-own-marijuana-laws/GQNBJ7dr
https://wwws.whitehouse.gov/petitions/!/petition/stop-interfering-state-marijuana-legalization-efforts/hvcsS8pC


Legalize, regulate, and tax marijuana. 

20,072  Signatures 

 
Legalize and Regulate Marijuana in a Manner Similar to Alcohol. 

74,169  Signatures 

 

 
 

https://wwws.whitehouse.gov/petitions#%21/response/what-we-have-say-about-legalizing-marijuana 

https://wwws.whitehouse.gov/petitions/!/petition/legalize-regulate-and-tax-marijuana/0kmTLwC7
https://wwws.whitehouse.gov/petitions/!/petition/legalize-and-regulate-marijuana-manner-similar-alcohol/y8l45gb1
https://wwws.whitehouse.gov/petitions#%21/response/what-we-have-say-about-legalizing-marijuana

